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into competition with one another. Day-labourers and servants
received higher, though still very poor wages, The progress of
technical methods of agriculture, which were, however, confined
to the neighbourhood of the large towns and the wealthier
districts, was as yet of little advantage to the mass of the
peasants.
A profound change was beginning to take place in the attitude
of the people towards religion. Most of the artisans, workmen, and
wine-growers and a large number of independent peasants,
especially in the rich districts which kept up frequent intercourse
with the towns, had abandoned the obligatory practices of the
Catholic religion. They no longer went to Mass and did not re-
ceive the Communion even at Easter. The regions in the west
and in the mountains, which were less subject to the influence of
the towns, remained faithful to the practice of religion, being still
affected by fear of hell and docile to the guidance of their priests,
The nobility and the great majority of the bourgeoisie had once
more become the allies of the Church, and maintained the prac-
tices of religion in the families dependent upon them, among their
tenants, mttayer$> servants, and tradespeople.
The French nation had grown indifferent to the dogmas in-
culcated by the Church. The Catholic religion no longer had as
its main support belief in a revealed doctrine necessary to eternal
salvation;1 it appeared rather in the light of obedience to a tra-
ditional authority, which was respected as a beneficent power and
a necessary guardian of morality.
Religious feeling survived in the lowest strata of the population
under the forms of the old indigenous religion existing prior to
Christianity. The belief in a supernatural virtue attaching to
certain places and manifesting itself by healing was shown by the
numbers visiting the old centres of pilgrimage, It proved suffici-
ently vital to create new sanctuaries at La Salette in the Alps, at
Lourdes in the Pyrenees, on spots where the Virgin had appeared,
or near a spring endowed with the power of healing. The astonish-
1 The same was true of the Protestants of the old Calviniat churches in the south
and west; for these had lost the habit of celebrating public worship, which had been
interrupted for a century by persecution. The 'liberals' no longer attended service;
they no longer received the Communion and had unconsciously developed into
deists, as was shown by their refusal to impose upon their paators the accep-
tance of a formula recognizing the divinity of Christ, when desired to do so by the
orthodox* believers at the synod of 1873,
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